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Sunday Worship 9:30am
Sunday School Classes 10:45am

Check out the church calendar
on our website.

The new church web site: www.communitychurchofvincennes.org

e-mail addresses and contact information

Community Church Office
office@communitychurchofvincennes.org(general)

Cheryl Williams: cheryl@communitychurchofvincennes.org
Cindy Lone: cindy@communitychurchofvincennes.org

Pastor Darren Williams: darren@communitychurchofvincennes.org
Jim Bitner: jfbcounselor@yahoo.com

Rex Seitzinger: rex@communitychurchofvincennes.org
Shelly Bitner: shelly@communitychurchofvincennes.org

Public wifi: communitychurchofvincennes - Public wifi password: CommunityChurch

Bus Ministry Trip

Saturday, July 15, 2023 The Dailey and Vincent gospel and blue grass singing group
will be performing at Montgomery, IN. This is a popular group that performs across
the country including the Grand Ole Opry. We will leave the church parking lot at
4:30pm. A sign up sheet will be at the welcome center. Tickets are $30. each. If you
have questions, contact Bonnie Chattin

Coming Soon! Community Church of Vincennes Youth

https:
http://www.facebook.com/cumcvincennes
https://www.instagram.com/vincennescommunityumc/
https://www.cumcvincennes.org/calendar
mailto:office@communitychurchofvincennes.org
mailto:cindy@communitychurchofvincennes.org
mailto:darren@communitychurchofvincennes.org
mailto:jfbcounselor@yahoo.com
mailto:rex@communitychurchofvincennes.org
mailto:shelly@communitychurchofvincennes.org
https://youtu.be/Pgm2FkTP_Jg


Group will be hosting an Isaiah 117 fundraiser on Sunday
July 16 from 10:30 am to 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.
This will include a Lemonade Stand and a Bake Sale.
Please let Lori know if you would like to donate any baked
goods. The Lemonade will be served in glass jars that were
donated for this project. Donations accepted! Thank you
for your support!

On the Go with Isaac Joe will be having a Bingo Fundraiser for the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation at the Moose Lodge in Vincennes on August 30. Doors open at 5 pm
and Bingo starts at 6 pm. Tickets are $20 each and will get you a meal and 13 Bingo
games. There will also be a Silent Auction. Please contact Holly Bruner at (812)890-
4369 for a ticket or if you would like to donate something for the Silent Auction.
Thank you!

Dear Community Church of Vincennes,

Today (July 1, 2023) is exciting for many reasons…

First, today is the launch day of the Great Lakes Provisional Annual Conference (GL
PAC) of the Global Methodist Church (GMC). After many months and hours put in
by the Great Lakes TCAT (Transitional Conference Advisory Team) and others, we
have formed our local annual conference.
For some, today is your first official day joining the GMC as a local church and/or
clergy. For others, today marks the one-year, seven-month, or just-over-a-month
anniversary of those who have already joined us. Whichever may be the case,
welcome home! We are so thrilled to have you with us in the Great Lakes!

Second, below is our welcome packet, a resource to ensure we are all on the same
page (literally) as we move forward into our next season. We have included a lot of
important information about who we are, who is involved, connectional funding, our
current leadership, and other items. Please also understand the lists of names are a
“snapshot in time.” When we submitted the proposal to go live as an annual
conference, there were 156 churches, and now there are over 180 and counting.

We will share information regarding the GL PAC Convening Annual Conference very
soon. If you haven’t already, be sure to connect with us via Facebook
at Facebook.com/GreatLakesGMC and check out our website
at GreatLakesGMC.org.

WELCOME PACKET

https://www.facebook.com/GreatLakesGMC
https://greatlakesgmc.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/97977ad4701/fad83798-5e4f-4ff9-8ce0-706c02d4020c.pdf


These are exciting times! Again, welcome home!
Scott Pattison
President Pro Tem
Great Lakes PAC

WHAT IS A METHODIST?
By Thomas Lambrecht

I have argued before that a consistent Methodist identity has been blurred and obscured in
The United Methodist Church. What it means to be United Methodist varies from church
to church and conference to conference. A wide latitude in what we believe, even to the
point of accommodating teaching that contradicts our doctrinal standards, makes it
difficult to say with any confidence what United Methodists believe. Relegating the Book of
Discipline to the status of “guidelines” instead of church law to be followed makes it
apparent that United Methodists do not even share common practices in many cases.

The launching of the Global Methodist Church signals a desire to reclaim a consistent
Methodist identity. While we may express our ethnically diverse faith in different ways
based on individual personality, age, culture, or location, there is a hunger for the common
thread or the strong foundation of Methodism.

John Wesley, Methodism’s founder, was faced with the need to define what the Methodist
movement was all about. Within four years of his heart-warming experience of assurance
on Aldersgate Street, Wesley was beset by criticism and misunderstanding
(misinformation?) from the established Church of England. In response, he wrote a short
pamphlet, The Character of a Methodist, to answer his critics and define his expectations
for what is a Methodist. Revisiting his definition of Methodism can help us recover and
clarify our Methodist identity.

Wesley argues that a Methodist is no more and no less than a Christian, one who follows
“the common fundamental principles of Christianity.” Wesley saw Methodism as getting
back to the basics of Christian faith and life, which had been watered down or forgotten by
the Church of England. In our own day, we can do no better than follow Wesley’s example
and get back to the basics of what it means to be and live as a Christian in today’s world.
Interestingly, Wesley begins his definition of Methodism by reclaiming the authority of
Scripture. Methodists believe “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (quoting 2
Timothy 3:16) and that “the written Word of God [is] the only and the sufficient
contains the Word of God, to a document as inspired by God as a pastor’s eloquent Sunday
sermon, to being a record of some people’s experiences with God that holds only as much
authority as we are willing to give it. Wesley returns us to a high view of Scripture as our
only authority for what to believe and how to live as disciples of Jesus Christ, giving us
sufficient guidance on matters of faith and life that cannot be overridden by any other
source of wisdom or knowledge.

Methodists believe “Christ to be the Eternal Supreme God.” This emphatic statement puts
the focus on Jesus Christ as the heart of Christianity. In a day when Jesus is seen by some
as only a prophet or moral teacher, and as a human being in need of teaching and
correcting by others, it is healthy to return to a high view of Jesus Christ as “the Messiah,
the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). Depart from this foundational belief and one
has left Christian faith.

At the same time, while insisting on uniformity of belief on the major doctrines of
Christianity (think the Nicene creed), Methodists allow freedom of thought on disputable
matters. “As to all opinions which do not strike at the root of Christianity, we ‘think and let
think.’” Methodism should therefore avoid endless disputes over lesser theological points.
Modern United Methodism has found itself embroiled in vehement arguments over
political and social opinions that are not clearly spelled out in Scripture or the creeds. We
would do well to find unity in the essentials, while giving each other liberty in non-
essential matters. As recent divisions have shown, however, the most important debate
may be whether a particular point is an essential tenet of the faith and life of a Christian.



(For example, is the definition of marriage and sexual morality essential to being a
Christian?)

Wesley made it clear that Methodists are not “attached to any peculiar mode of speaking,
any quaint or uncommon set of expressions,” but prefer “the most obvious, easy, common
words” to convey our meaning. In a word, everyday language for everyday people. Nor is
Methodist identity based on “actions, customs, or usages” that are not commanded in
Scripture (e.g., a certain type of apparel, using a certain posture of the body in worship,
abstaining from marriage or from certain foods or drink). Our identity is not found in
some idiosyncratic way of speaking or acting, but in our common humanity as adopted
children of God.

Methodists seek balance in doctrine, rather than “laying the whole stress … on any single
part” of faith. We seek to develop a fuller understanding of all aspects of theology, rather
than emphasizing some parts and ignoring others. Here, the United Methodist emphasis
on social witness seems a bit unbalanced. Social witness accomplishes little apart from
personal conversion and transformative discipleship. Social witness does not change
individual spiritual lives – only the power of God can do that. Unfortunately, United
Methodism has often forsaken seeking God’s power for seeking worldly or political power.
The lack of fruitfulness bears witness to the futility of that course of action.

Methodists believe salvation consists of “holiness of heart and life.” It is not just saying the
sinner’s prayer but embarking on a life of growing discipleship. This holiness springs from
faith alone, not from following a long list of rules. The more time we spend with Jesus, the
more like him we become, and it shows in the way we live. Obedience to God’s
commandments springs from faith and love, not from human effort. The greater our faith
and love for God, the greater our obedience will be.

The Christian life is characterized by love, joy, and hope. We experience the love of God
and return our love to God. We experience the joy of knowing our sins are forgiven and we
are adopted into God’s family as his child. We belong to God through Jesus Christ. We are
hopeful for the future, based on trust in God’s providence. We entrust our life and
circumstances into the hands of a loving Father, knowing he will work all things together
for good.

The Christian life is a life of unceasing prayer. Not that we are constantly uttering words of
prayer to God, but that we are continually “lifting up the heart to God,” with or without
words. It is an attitude and alignment of our spirit toward God constantly in all that we are
thinking and doing.

The Christian life is a life of active love. Based on God’s love, we in turn love every person
with whom we come into contact, even our enemies. “As we have opportunity [Wesley – ‘as
time allows’], doing good to all people” (Gal. 6:10).

The Christian life is a lifelong process of spiritual maturing. Through this process, we are
continually being purified by God’s love from every unloving desire and every worldly way
of seeing or thinking.

The Christian life means being committed to doing God’s will and keeping his
commandments, devoting ourselves to God’s glory, not our own, in whatever activity or
business in which we engage. At the same time, it is guarding against accepting or
approving something that is wrong just because it has become fashionable in the world
around us and allowing the “crowd” to determine how we ought to live. This last point is
actually our battle in 21st century America. Too often, the church has allowed the ways of
the world to influence how we live as Christians, instead of standing apart and allowing our
unique way of living to transform the world.

One of our great failures as the Church of Jesus Christ is to allow ourselves to be
persuaded by the “sexual revolution” to abandon Christian morality when it comes to sex
and relationships. The current controversy over LGBT practices is just the tip of the
iceberg. We have allowed infidelity, adultery, pre-marital sex, pornography, and sexual
abuse to take up residence in the Christian life. We have failed to winsomely teach not
only the “what” of Christian morality, but the “why.” We have failed to hold our leaders
accountable to live up to Christian standards. At the same time, we have failed to offer the



forgiveness and healing of Jesus for all those caught in sexual sin and brokenness. Surely
as Methodists we can and will do better!

Wesley’s purpose was not to distinguish Methodists from other Christians, but to
distinguish Methodists from the world. He promoted what he called “primitive religion,” a
return to the foundational principles of faith and life found in the Bible and the early
Church. Wesley’s dream was to reform and renew the Church of England to live up to its
potential as a true and living part of the worldwide Body of Christ. When that proved
impossible due to the resistance of the Church of England, Methodists struck out on their
own direction to fulfill God’s calling.

In the same way, traditionalist Methodists today hoped and dreamed to see United
Methodism spiritually renewed and reformed to live up to Wesley’s idea of what we believe
the Body of Christ should be. Now that that hope and dream have proved impossible, many
are striking out on their own to form a new part of the Body of Christ – with optimistic
humility – where they can live out their understanding of what it means to be a Methodist
Christian.

In Wesley’s words, “By these marks, by these fruits of a living faith, do we labour
to distinguish ourselves from the unbelieving world, from all those whose minds or lives
are not according to the gospel of Christ. But from real Christians, of whatsoever
denomination they be, we earnestly desire not to be distinguished at all. … ‘Whoever does
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother’” (Mat. 12:50,
emphasis original).

Thomas Lambrecht is a United Methodist clergyperson and vice president of Good News.

   A weekly video devotional designed to challenge and encourage believers in their daily
walk with the Lord.

https://app.donorview.com/Communication/Click?prm=FXGWJE8IKbpJdlwOgBRdzv_wb4aoSY5hM0ECQaDWLTPzXSwmkb7DB49tKGzbZn5SMvcsXbZpMc67IrmvsQ2tHM3Bvc00rqgzynjuYs6oKrRFHNrqaaLrqAIPPPdUv3GoB6cr0cTSB8d6GKSLffQiDoVgpJ4HH_-cbWFsSWeLkfzAlQ1Bn8nvy501P5N91agInPexhcVsxwrqG4YPgUTEdyrxj64RFZDkSmfdePVJjxI1&target=https%3a%2f%2ftomlambrecht.goodnewsmag.org%2f


   Thanks for stopping in and may the Spirit of God be with you as you seek his face and
grow in the Spirit

"Word for the Week" by Pastor Darren.

Click here to watch this weeks word.

Get
Connected!

Looking for ways to get connected to church ministries? Click on this
link and find many ways to be involved/volunteer in the life of the
church.

For guides to help you in your
time of prayer

click here

For online giving click the Vanco link

You are welcome to mail contributions to the church at 1548 S Hart St Rd, Vincennes, IN
47591 Atten: Cindy

Sign the online Pew Pad in our website by clicking  here

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE :ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE :

July 2, 2023 Worship Service
June 25, 2023 Worship Service

To view past Worship Services and Sermons, go to Community Church web page.

Check out the church calendarchurch calendar page on the web site for meetings and happenings
around the church.

https://youtu.be/szGJBpjPw0A
https://youtu.be/16oUqqlYE9E
https://www.communitychurchofvincennes.org/get-connected
https://www.communitychurchofvincennes.org/get-connected
https://www.communitychurchofvincennes.org/get-connected
https://www.communitychurchofvincennes.org/get-connected
http://www.communitychurchofvincennes.org/prayer-guides
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRpc0mIvVrdDfCPy1vTZep0HHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouV6Z7xh9xiEXLhSG5DrQId8=
http://www.cumcvincennes.org/sermons
https://youtu.be/9zoFm3Gwdgc
https://youtu.be/Rz4lv550RcU
https://youtu.be/7YnkMPao94Q
http://www.cumcvincennes.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=cumcvincennes.org_3leg5lopa3e1ce8chdftp3kuhc%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York



